Instability of integrated hepatitis B virus DNA with inverted repeat structure in a transgenic mouse.
We established four cell lines, from the liver cells of a transgenic mouse, constructed with hepatitis B virus DNA that had an inverted repeat structure. The integrated DNA patterns of the four established cell lines were different from one another and from the original pattern. These data show that the instability of integrated hepatitis B virus DNA would also occur in somatic cells during replication, apart from meiosis, which was previously reported.